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While there is still a long way to go to truly achieve equity and inclusion 
in the world, it is heart warming to see these values at the forefront so 
often lately.

At the CMHF we know that diversity in all its forms makes things better: 
diversity of thought sparks creativity and innovation; different viewpoints 
often informed by different life journeys challenge the status quo and lead 
to novel solutions and breakthrough ideas – at the bench and at  
the bedside. 

The words came easily – but it’s action that matters.  As an organization 
that honours excellence typically as a lifetime achievement, we have some 
catching up to do.  The outstanding achievements of our Laureates is 
undeniable; however, it must be acknowledged that the lack of diversity 
among CMHF Laureates reflects what leadership in health used to look 
like, more than what is emerging.  We are working on this.

Last year we struck a task group to put into words how the CMHF values 
diversity – you can read this on the next page, on our website and on all 
our program pages.  Our call for nominations includes a strong emphasis 
on equity and inclusion and we are slowly seeing results: the number of 
nominations for women has increased from 16% to 37%, now making 
up 55% of the nominee pool.  More recent inductions include leadership 
in midwifery, nursing and public health, as well as our first Black and 
Indigenous Laureates. Indigenous participation in our Discovery Days has 
doubled and we have implemented more diversity tracking in our youth 
programs to inform our future activities.

We have more work to do, and we are committed to doing it. We are 
appreciative of the support received from so many partners as we strive to 
be an organization that reflects the diversity of the communities we serve. 

Cynthia Forbes, MD CCFP FCFP
CMHF Board Chair
Canadian Medical Association Liaison

Lissa Foster
Executive Director
Canadian Medical Hall of Fame

MISSION  Recognize and celebrate 
Canadian heroes whose work has 
advanced health; inspire the pursuit 
of careers in the health sciences.

VISION  A Canada that honours our 
medical heroes – those of the past, 
present and future.

INCLUSION
FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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JAN 
29 years of honouring 
excellence, preserving history, 
and inspiring generations at 
the CMHF

MAR
Museum School

• Éva Circé-Côté French 
Immersion Public School

APRIL
Remembering Charles Scriver, 
MD (Nov 7, 1930 – April 7, 
2023), Father of modern 
genetics in Quebec 

Welcomed new staff 
member Daria Destanli, 
Communications Coordinator

Museum School

• Masonville Public School

MAY
Discovery Days in Health 
Sciences 
• Université Laval (Spring) 

• Western University

• University of Ottawa EN & FR 

• Queen’s University

• NOSM University 

• Memorial University of 
Newfoundland 

Museum School

• Assumption Catholic School

Remembering The Honourable 
Marc Lalonde (July 26, 1929 – 
May 6, 2023) Health Policy 
Leader 

JUN
23rd Induction Ceremony 
Halifax, NS 

Discovery Days in  
Health Sciences

• Hamilton Health Sciences  
at McMaster University

JULY
Family Day at ART COMP: 
Design your own surgical cap 

2023 YEAR IN REVIEW
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AUG
2023 CMHF Award  
recipients announced

 

SEP 
2023 CMHF Inductees 
announced

Remembering Endel Tulving, 
PhD (May 26, 1927 –  
Sept 11, 2023) An innovative 
thinker and scientific leader  
in psychology

Museum School

• Stoneybrook Public School 

OCT 
Discovery Days in  
Health Science

• University of Calgary

Museum School

• Glen Cairn Public School 

NOV  
Museum School 

• Riverside Public School

Discovery Days in Health 
Sciences

• BC Children’s Hospital 
Research

• University of Alberta

• Dalhousie University

• University of Manitoba

Welcome to Team CMHF: 
Shirley Keating, Office 
Administrator

DEC 
Discovery Days in Health 
Sciences

• McGill University and The 
Neuro

• Université Laval 

Connecting Generations, 
Sparking Inspiration holiday 
campaign

Welcome Kiyan Sadeghi 
Janbahan - Regional Team 
Leader of CMHF Brand 
Ambassador Program

Saying goodbye after 20 years: 
Happy retirement  
to Debbie Ash
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EQUITY & 
INCLUSION
ENHANCED QUALITY, SOCIAL RELEVANCE & IMPACT

We recognize that diversity, equity and inclusion strengthen the health sciences, health systems and health care 
communities and leads to enhanced quality, social relevance and impact of health-related disciplines.

Throughout all of its activities the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame strives to engage and promote the active 
participation of individuals of diverse backgrounds, including those from historically underrepresented groups.   
We actively seek a diverse pool of award nominations so that those honoured may reflect the diversity  
of our communities.

The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame relies on the community to nominate candidates for induction. Annually, the 
CMHF Laureate Selection Committee - appointed by the board but operating at arm’s length from the board - 
reviews all nominations received. Inductees are selected from the pool of nominees that includes those nominated 
this year and the previous two years. Unfortunately, the current nomination pool is not as diverse as it should be,  
nor is it reflective of current health leadership in Canada.  Please help us increase the diversity of CMHF Laureates 
through more nominations of individuals who identify as female or non-binary, and/or who are Black, Indigenous 
or People of Colour.
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Thank you for responding to our call for diversity, 63% of all new nominations received in 2023 were for women  
or Black, Indigenous or People of Colour nominees.
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HONOURING 
EXCELLENCE
CELEBRATING CANADIAN HEALTH LEADERSHIP

2 0 2 3  I N D U C T E E S

The Late Stephen 
Blizzard, MD

Ottawa, Ontario 

Elaine Carty, CM 
OBC MSN CNM 

Vancouver, British 
Columbia

Carol P. Herbert, 
CM MD CCFP 
FCFP FCAHS

Vancouver, British 
Columbia and 

London, Ontario

Jean-Lucien 
Rouleau, CM MD 

FRCPC FACC

Montréal, Quebec

Nahum Sonenberg, 
OC PhD FRS FRSC

Montréal, Quebec 

Samuel Weiss, PhD 
FRSC FCAHS

Calgary, Alberta
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Medical Student Sponsor: Hosted in Association with:Presented by:
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VIRTUAL CMHF
V I R T UA L  H A L L  O F  FA M E

With the support of the Canadian Medical Association, we continued to 
refine the Virtual Canadian Medical Hall of Fame to evolve and amplify the 
stories of the Canadian health heroes we honour, and to showcase their 
contributions to furthering excellence in health care and health research in 
Canada and the world. Featuring innovative and interactive tools, this digital 
resource is a platform of inspiration for building quality care for patients and 
vibrant professions in medicine and health care. Visitors to our website are 
invited to explore Laureate impacts across three main themes:

Understanding the Body & Disease Process
Science and Research

Improving Health & Patient Outcomes
Diagnosis, Treatment & Prevention

Building Our Health Organizations & Systems
Pioneers, Leaders, Scholars and Change Makers

H O N O U R  E XC E L L E N C E

Interact with CMHF Laureates like never before! CMHF Laureate  
pages include:

• A detailed biography

• Interesting key facts

• Professional timeline and major achievements

• Additional resources

• Share fascinating Laureate stories on social media directly  
from our website with new media-sharing icons.

E X P LO R E  T H E  I M PAC T

Visit the impact theme timelines. Each impact timeline allows users  
to explore Laureate achievements related to the selected theme.  
Impact timelines offer a high level overview of Laureate impact that  
has contributed to improved health in Canada and around the world.

S H A R E  T H E  I N S P I R AT I O N

Visitors can now share Laureate pages right from the site using the  
social media links.

Supported by
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https://www.cdnmedhall.ca/impact/understanding-body-and-disease-process
https://www.cdnmedhall.ca/impact/understanding-body-and-disease-process
https://www.cdnmedhall.ca/impact/improving-health-and-patient-outcomes
https://www.cdnmedhall.ca/impact/improving-health-and-patient-outcomes
https://www.cdnmedhall.ca/impact/building-our-health-organizations-and-systems
https://www.cdnmedhall.ca/impact/building-our-health-organizations-and-systems


10

CMHF Award recipients receive a cash award, complimentary ticket and travel 
to the next Canadian Medical Hall of Fame Ceremony, plus the CMHF Laureates 
cite qualities such as perseverance, collaboration and an entrepreneurial spirit 
as contributors to their success as national and world health leaders.

We celebrate the achievements of the giants of health care in Canada to  
fuel our pride, but also to inspire the next generation of health leaders  
with world changing potential.

Through the CMHF Award we aim to:

• Call out the leaders among medical students

• Facilitate collaboration and mentorship so that recipients may  
achieve significant impact in their own careers

• Challenge recipients to “think like a Laureate”

• Promote networking opportunities for shared support to foster a  
growing community of Canadian talent committed to improved 
care and health outcomes

Canada’s medical schools are invited to identify a second year student  
who demonstrates these qualities.
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ROHIT SINGLA
The University of British Columbia  
Faculty of Medicine

SAGAR GREWAL
University of Alberta  
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry

SANTANNA HERNANDEZ
Cumming School of Medicine 
University of Calgary

ZOHER RAFID-HAMED
College of Medicine 
University of Saskatchewan

MIRHA ZOHAIR
Max Rady College of Medicine  
Rady Faculty of Health Sciences  
University of Manitoba

TAYLOR MURIE
NOSM University

LANEY BEAULIEU
Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry 
Western University

CAROLINE HIRCOCK
The McMaster University 
Michael G. DeGroote School of Medicine

JEEVENTH KAUR
Temerty Faculty of Medicine 
University of Toronto

MOHAMED GEMAE
Faculty of Health Sciences 
Queen’s University

JULIA KEMZANG
University of Ottawa 
Faculty of Medicine

SARA ABDESSAMIE
McGill University Faculty  
of Medicine and Health Sciences

ALICIA TRUCHON
Université de Montréal 
Faculté de médecine

MAUD LABELLE
Faculté de médecine et des sciences 
de la santé, Université de Sherbrooke

ANNE-LORIE LAPLANTE
Université Laval 
Faculté de médecine

ANALYSSA CARDENAS
Faculty of Medicine 
Dalhousie University

LAUREN LAW
Faculty of Medicine
Memorial University of Newfoundland

2 0 2 3  R EC I P I E N T S

2023 CMHF Awards were supported by 
MD Financial Management, Medical Schools  
across Canada and individual donors.
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In partnership with Canadian universities, hospitals and research centres we 
inform and excite Canada’s youth about the wide variety of career options in 
medicine and health care. By connecting high school students to world-class 
researchers and clinicians in real life settings, we are helping to build our future 
health workforce.

“  I absolutely loved my experience at Discovery Day! I learned so many great 

things and got more information that will help me achieve my goal of being 

an MD! It highly exceeded my expectation, and I will hopefully be able to 

come back next year!”

 STUDENT, THE NEURO AND MCGILL UNIVERSITY DISCOVERY DAY

D I S C OV E R Y  DAY 

K E Y N OT E 

L EC T U R E R S

Leilanie Clayton, MSc

Michel Lucas, PhD

Aleks Leligdowicz, MD PhD

Daniel Figeys, PhD

Judy King, PhD  

Chiachen Cheng, MD

Rosemary Wilson, PhD

Aileen Feschuk

Surabhi Sivaratnam

Santanna Hernandez

Emilie Joos, MD

Mark Haykowski, PhD

Analyssa Cardenas

Sheila Peters, MD

Sara Abdessamie

Anne Marie Pinard, MD
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WE VALUE STUDENT FEEDBACK

99%
would recommend 
Discovery Days to another 
student or teacher

91%
felt the event exceeded or 
fully met their expectations

98%
rated their interactive 
workshops valuable

99%
felt the career panel  
was valuable

93%

reported feeling equally 
or more certain about 
pursuing a career in  
health sciences than  
when they arrived

97%

reported being equally  
or more knowledgeable 
about a career in the  
health sciences

2023 EVENTS

313 Interactive Workshops

661

 Health professionals  
(keynote speakers, 
workshop presenters, 
career panelists)

157 Volunteers

2,792

Students:  
7% Indigenous   
20% French  36% Rural

575 Schools

215 Teachers

16 Events

Learn more about these  
world-class speakers

https://www.cdnmedhall.ca/sites/default/files/cmhf_discoverydays2023_EN_final.pdf
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INSPIRING 
GENERATIONS
M U S E U M  S C H O O L  A N D  C L A S S  T R I P S 

In partnership with the London Heritage Council, Museum School is an 
opportunity for senior elementary classes to ‘move in’ to the Hall for a full  
week to learn about Canada’s past and present health heroes, meet local 
scientists working with the latest technology, and imagine making medical 
discoveries. In 2023, we had the pleasure of learning alongside students from 
Stoneybrook, Glen Cairn, Riverside, and Masonville Public Schools; Éva Circé-
Côté French Immersion Public School and Assumption Catholic School. 

Thanks to our community partners for the support:

• Alzheimer’s Society London and Middlesex

• Banting House National Historic Site

• Epilepsy Southwestern Ontario

• London Artists in Residence Program

• London Health Sciences Centre - London Regional Cancer Program

• Mosaic Medical

• Robarts Research Institute & Western University

O U R  E X H I B I T  H A L L  I N  AC T I O N

Conveniently located at 100 Kellogg Lane – Canada’s largest entertainment 
complex, the local community was invited to explore our exhibit hall and join  
Art Comp for Kids and class trips. 
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PARTNERS 
& LEADERS
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NATIONAL 
PARTNERS
By investing in the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame  our national partners demonstrate their shared commitment to 
an enduring tribute to our country’s rich medical history through the celebration of Canadian heroes whose work 
advances health in Canada and the world. They make it possible for the CMHF to foster future generations of health 
professionals through the delivery of local and national youth education programs and awards.
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https://www.cma.ca/
https://www.royalcollege.ca/rcsite/home-e
https://mdm.ca/md-financial-management?gclid=CjwKCAjwsJ6TBhAIEiwAfl4TWLnzLPSAWpxe75xWQS5AtEmO1Kf5V8bc6LGwyyNT-dYDk51dhDx7KRoCFB4QAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.cfpc.ca/en/home
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THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Juliana Aguero

Deborah Ash

BC Children’s Hospital  
Research Institute

Canada Life

CanadaHelps

Canadian Aerospace Medicine 
and Aeromedical Transportation 
Association

Canadian Medical Foundation 

Jonathan Clemens

CMA Foundation

May Cohen, MD

Community Living London

Tom Dalby

Noreen De Shane

Daria Destanli

John Dirks, MD

Doctors Manitoba

Joanne Douglas, MD

Susan Eade

John Earley

Lissa Foster

Louis Hugo Francescutti, MD

Government of Newfoundland  & 
Labrador, Department of Health  & 
Community Services

Jean Gray, MD

Judith G. Hall, MD

Hamilton Health Sciences 
Corporation

Dr. K. Jennifer Ingram

Amy Jones

Kiwanis Club of Ottawa

Mercedes Kuroski de Bold, PhD

Dr. and Mrs. Lionel Lavoie

London Community Foundation

London Heritage Council

Ian MacDonald

Rod and Robin MacLennan

Manitoba Healthcare Providers 
Network – Shared Health

Manor Village Life Centres

McMaster University,  
Faculty of Health Sciences

Janice McNorgan

MD Financial Management

Memorial University  
of Newfoundland,  
Faculty of Medicine

Nani Moleko

Teena Neufeld

NOSM University

Population Health  
Research Institute

Queen’s University,  
Faculty of Health Sciences

Remi Quirion, PhD

Richard Rausch

Roche Diagnostics Canada

Cheryl Rockman-Greenberg, MDCM

Noralou Roos, PhD

Dr. Cecil and Linda Rorabeck

Heather Sercombe

Angie and Cal Stiller, MD

The Hamber Foundation

Steve and Gert Tracy

Trottier Family Foundation

Trudell Medical Limited

D. Lorne Tyrrell, MD PhD

Université de Montréal,  
Faculté de médecine

Université de Sherbrooke,  
Faculté de médecine et  
des sciences de la santé

Université Laval, Faculté de 
médecine

University of Alberta  
Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry

University of Alberta, 
College of Health Sciences

University of Calgary,  
Cumming School of Medicine

University of Toronto,  
Temerty Faculty of Medicine

Jeff Van Hoeve

Western English Language Centre

Ronald Worton, PhD DSc

Two anonymous donors
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LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
2 0 2 3  |  2 0 2 4  B OA R D  O F  D I R EC TO R S  

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 

Carol Herbert, MD CCFP FCFP FCAHS

Bryce Taylor, CM MD FRCSC FACS

OFFICERS 

Cindy Forbes, MD CCFP FCFP 
Waverley, NS (CHAIR) 

William Orovan, MD MBA FRCSC FACS 
Hamilton, ON (PAST CHAIR)

Derek Bodkin, CPA CMA 
London, ON (Secretary-Treasurer) 

Betty Jean (BJ) Hancock, MD FRCSC FACS 
Winnipeg, MB

Lehana Thabane, PhD FASA FSCT FCAHS EMISI 
Hamilton, ON (Vice Chair)

Ronald Worton, OC PhD DSc FRCPS(hon) 
Oakville, ON (2014 CMHF Laureate) 

DIRECTORS 

Agnes Bongers, MCM | Hamilton, ON

Alysia Christiaen, LLB | London, ON

Greta Cummings, RN PhD FCAHS FAAN FCAN 
Edmonton, AB

Louis Hugo Francescutti, CM MD PhD MPH FRCPC 
CCFP(PC) FACP CCPE ICD-D 
Edmonton, AB (Liaison, CMA Edmonton)

Lucie Germain, PhD CAHS | Québec, QC

Changseok (Freddy) Lee, MD 
Halifax, NS (2020 CMHF Award Recipient)

Preston Smith, MD Med CCFP FCFP CCPE 
Regina, SK (Liaison, College of Family  
Physicians of Canada)

Mario Talajic, MD | Montreal, QC

Yundi Wang, PhD | Medical student | Vancouver, BC

John Yoo, MD FRCS(C) FACS | London, ON

Lissa Foster | London, ON (Ex-officio) 

L AU R E AT E  S E L EC T I O N  C O M M I T T E E 

David Anderson, MD FRCPC FACP | Halifax, NS

Naranjan Dhalla, CM OM PhD FRSC,  
2019 CMHF Laureate Winnipeg, MB | France Légaré, MD 
MSc PhD CCMF FCMF | Québec, QC

Philip Marsden, MD | Toronto, ON

Annette O’Connor, OC PhD FRSC FCAHS, 2020 CMHF 
Laureate | Ottawa, ON

Martin Schechter, CM OBC MD PhD FRCS FCAHS 
Vancouver, BC

Robyn Tamblyn, CM BScN MSc PhD FCAHS FRSC (Chair) 
Montreal, QC

Lori West, OC MD PhD FRSC FCAHS | Edmonton, AB

Cornelia (Nel) Wieman, MD FRCPC | Vancouver, BC

Jim WOODGETT, PhD | Toronto, ON

C M H F  S TA F F 

Juliana Aguero, Program Coordinator

Debbie Ash, Finance and Administration Officer

Daria Destanli, Communications Coordinator

Lissa Foster, Executive Director

Martha Gonzalez, Community Engagement Coordinator

Shirley Keating, Office Administrator

Janice McNorgan, Information Systems  
and Program Manager

Nani Moleko, Development Manager
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